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The message of Mr. Azad

the Governor of Hamadan Province

to the 20th International Theatre Festival
for the Children and Youth

e historical province of Hamadan is the host of the 20th International
Theatre Festival for the Children and Youth from 16 to 22 October 2013.
This festival started its work from Hamadan with the motto ofhope.now this
festivalhas a high position to the artists and many interested fansand as
an international theater festival it has been registered in the international
calendar of cultural and artistic events and divided into two main separate
parts of the children and the youth. Considering ups and downs of this
festival and many challenges that it encountered during its long life and
regarding itsinternational role that plays in the world, we can conclude
that if we can rely on the effort and perseverance many great taskscan be
accomplished and this can serve a good lesson to the children and youth.
Nowadays we can see that human societies move rapidly backwards to
their humanistic values and social customs because during the recent years
people paid too much attention to the modernism and industrialism and
because of this carelessness, they lost moral values. To highlight the im-
portance of family the festival motto is "child and family". Family is the
most important primary and peaceful structure in every society. In family,
the children get familiar with life principles so a normal and peaceful family
trains responsible and efficient children. Nowadays we need responsible
and highly motivated people who can survive our world from violence and
war. These strong people support the children and spread kindness, peace
and friendship in the world. In family our generations grow up and the first
source of all of us is our families. as our responsible arts can play a unique
role, focusing on family as the most primary structure in every society is
of special importance because this important structure plays crucial roles

and has various functions. I appreciate the efforts of the people who do
their best to hold the 20thinternational theatre festival for the children and
youth in Hamadan and I offer my best regards to all of the artists who rely
on their artistic skills to achieve a world without violence and war. I wish
a world full of happiness and beauty for all of children and I hope this fes-
tival can attain high humanistic andmoral purposes and can create lovely
memorable days for all of guests.

The message of Mr.Bayat, the Executive Manager of the
Festival and the Director General of Culture and Islamic
Guidance of Hamadan to the 2o0th International

Theatre Festival for the Children and Youth

he message of Mr.Bayat, the Executive Manager of the Festival and the

Director General of Culture and Islamic Guidance of Hamadan to the
2oth International Theatre Festival for the Children and Youth
In the light of knowledge and wisdom, human can recognize the high
position that his Holly God dedicated to him and if human can appreciate
the value of himself and if he can reach this high level he will recognize
endless magnificence and glory that all belong to the Most High God. At
first, human must know himself and begin to appreciate his values then
he can know and love his God and through this deep cognition he can
attain ultimate perfection and this mutual cognition is inevitable. On the
one hand our morals and customs support us to go ahead, know our-
selves, our God and to praise and adore Him and on the other hand the-
atre stems from these customs so the interaction between custom and
theatre leads to alasting connection that help us to attain salvation. In this
process performance can improve and purify its addressees and enables
them to pass through the obstacles in the light of peace and confidence.
This trust stems from aesthetics and updated way of thinking. The children
and youth theatre is of special importance and plays a unique role in this
case. The childhood and teen age are the most crucial years of human
lifetime and in these years our children are very sensitive and impressible
so it is up to the artists to have an artistic experience in the field of the
children and youth theatre and a scientific knowledge in the field of child
psychology. These great knowledge and experience can help the artists to
create attractive and suitable performances. The attractiveness and sound-
ness are the constructive elements of an artistic and effective performance
and if our performances lack one of these prerequisites, the performanc-
es cannot be accepted by its addressee. A performance without the el-

ements of attractiveness and soundness cannot be a lasting and artistic
work because generally speaking both of the content and form must be
taken into account. If the content and form of the performances are of at-
tractiveness and appropriateness, the artists can transfer an effective mes-
sage to their addressee through an appropriate method.So the artist must
consider method and message because both of them are very important.
And it is up to the directors, writers, actors, designers...to equip them-
selves with enough knowledge and experience in the field of children and
youth theatre to create the performances that are attractive and effective
to their addressee. Regarding these important matters we can say that the
international theatre festival plays an unavoidable role in promoting and
enriching the cultural level of our society.
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Hamedan

Hamadan or Hamedan (Persian: ulies, Old Per-
sian: Hangmatana, Ecbatana) is the capital city
of Hamadan Province of Iran. Hamadan is be-
lieved to be among the oldest Iranian cities and
one of the oldest in the world. It is possible that
it was occupied by theAssyrians in 1100 BCE; the
Ancient Greek historian, Herodotus, states that it
was the capital of the Medes, around 700 BCE.
Hamadan has a green mountainous area in the
foothills of the 3,574-meter Alvand Mountain, in
the Midwest part of Iran. The city is 1,850 me-
ters above sea level. The special nature of this
old city and its historic sites attract tourists dur-
ing the summer to this city.The main symbols of
this city are the Ganjnameh inscription, the Avi-
cenna monument and the Baba Taher monu-
ment. People of the city identify their mother
tongue as Persian.

Hamadan was established by the Medes and was
the capital of the Median Empire. It then became
one of several capital cities of the Achaemenid
Dynasty.

Hamadan is mentioned in the biblical book of Ezra
as the place where a scroll was found giving the
Jews permission from King Darius to rebuild the
temple in Jerusalem. (Ezra 6:2). Its ancient name
of Ecbatana is used in the Ezra text. Because it
was a mile above sea level, it was a good place
to preserve leather documents. During the Par-
thian era, Ctesiphon was the capital of the coun-
try, and Hamadan the summer capital and resi-
dence of the Parthian rulers. After the Parthians,
the Sassanids constructed their summer palaces
in Hamadan. In the year 633 the battle of Naha-

vand took place and Hamadan fell into the hands
of the Muslim Arabs. During the Buwayhids, the
city suffered much damage. In the 11th century,
the Seljuks shifted their capital from Baghdad to
Hamadan. The city of Hamadan, its fortunes fol-
lowing the rise and fall of regional powers, was
completely destroyed during the Timurid inva-
sion. During the Safavid era the city thrived.
Thereafter, in the 18th century, Hamadan was
surrendered to the Ottomans, but due to the
courage and chivalry of Nader Shah Afshar,
Hamadan was cleared of invaders and, as a re-
sult of a peace treaty between Iran and the Ot-
tomans, it was returned to Iran. Hamadan stands
on the Silk Road, and even in recent centuries
the city enjoyed strong commerce and trade as
a result of its location on the main road network
in the western region of Persia and Iran. Dur-
ing World War I, the city was the scene of heavy
fighting between Russian and Turku-German
forces. It was occupied by both armies, and fi-
nally by the British, before it .was returned to
control of the Iranian government at the end
of the war in 1918.Hamadan province lies in a
temperate mountainous region to the east of Za-
gros. The vast plains of the north and northeast
of the province are influenced by strong winds,
that almost last throughout the year. Hamadan is
in the vicinity of the Alvand Mountains and has
a dry summer continental climate , in transition
with a cold semi-arid climate , with snowy win-
ters. In fact, it is one of the coldest cities in Iran.
During the short summer, the weather is mild,
pleasant, and mostly sunny. Hamadan is home
to many poets and cultural celebrities. The city is
also said to be among the world oldest continu-
ously inhabited cities.Hamadan has always been

well known for handicrafts like leather, ceramic,
and beautiful carpets. Iran’s Cultural Heritage Or-
ganization lists 207 sites of historical and cultural
significance in the city of Hamadan alone. Main
sights that can be seen in Hamadan are as fol-
lows: Ali Sadr Cave, Avicenna mausoleum, Baba
Tahir Mausleum, Estakhr e Abbas Abad- a lake
with a magnificent view of the city, Tomb of Es-
ther and Mordechai, Excavated Ancient Ekbatana
City, Ganjnameh, Gonbad-e Alavian,Hamadan
Museum of Natural History, Hamadan Stone Lion,
Lalejin, Mohammadi House, Nazari House. Hama-
dan is twinned with: Kulyab, Tajikistan, Bukha-
ra, Uzbekistan Isparta, Turkey and these cities
are calledTwin towns or Sister Cities. These inter-
national relations are of special importance.

The poster of the 20 International Theater Festival
for the Children and Youth Was Presented In Hamadan
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According to the reporting committee of the present fes-
tival at the presence of the political and security assistant
of Hamadan governor, the director general of culture and
Islamic guidance, the executive deputy of the festival,
the managers of the festival executive committees, cul-
ture assistant of Hamadan municipality and some of the
theatre pioneers of Hamadan this poster was presented.
In this ceremony Mr. Bayat, the executive manager of the
festival declared that the presentation of this poster can
be a good start. He said that the design of this poster is
a colorful whirligig. This whirligig is very memorable for
many children and adult and this poster was accepted
for its artistic design and unique features. This poster
designed by “Fariba Morovat”, one of the most talented
Hamedanian artists and this colorful whirligig .indicates
that in the present festival various performances and pro-
grams will be held. Mr. Ghasemi Farzad, the political and
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security assistant of Hamadan governor mentioned that
relying on good experiences of the previous festivals we
can enrich and promote the quality and quantity levels
of this festival. He added that as a great artistic cultural
event this festival brings happiness and pleasure to our
children and makes them happy. He appreciated the fes-
tival executive committees and offered his thanks to all of
people that support this festival. He said that as the fu-
ture will be in the hands of our children and youth, all of
the artists especially the theatre artists can create noble
performances and by the help of their artistic knowledge
and skills they can teach the children humanity and mo-
rality. He believes that in theatre, precious and elegant
culture is embedded and this matter highlights the im-
portance of this elegant art. He believes that this festival
can be a good opportunity for our international guests to
get familiar with Iran and Iranian culture.
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