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,'[hwts of drama in

~ancient Iran
=~ 1)
an ha thou§;a1nd years old

civilization.  Therefore, its
culture is full of various rituals and
performances.

The oldest Iranian performing rituals have
benefited "Mehr" or "Mitra" ritual. Among the
followers of Mehr religion, it was customary to
build a platform for the religious rituals
performance, and the actors put on masks and
performed the worship ceremony. Many rituals
and myths of "Mitra" period have influenced the
later rituals and myths periods of Iran and many

uuu

other cultures, even in Europe. o o

In many old civilizations, including Iran, in
ancient times, they thought that the sky and the
earth were like a man or a woman, which all living
things have been born from their intercourse. In
the old tales, these two were together and
separated during an unfortunate incident. At that
time, the show ritual has been performed to join
the "Father and Mother of the World". These
ancient religious performance and ceremonies
are accompanied by group singing and chanting,
and its purpose was to show the agricultural
stages. This stages made the land renewed and
became full of crops every year. In fact, this ritual
was a representation of life, death and rebirth of
nature. The groups of actors were tasked with
representing the seasons, months and all the
agricultural work including ploughing, sowing,
weeding and harvesting. If we look a little deeper,
the agricultural performance was the show of
human life (childhood, youth, middle age, old age
and death).
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